PTO

General Membership Meeting
December 4, 2024 ¢ 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Call to Order: 6:35 p.m. in the Terraset Cafeteria.

Attendees: Roughly 35 members of the Terraset Community, including parents, teachers,
and Mrs. Aldridge.

Welcome & Introductions: Jennifer LaFollette, jennifer.lafollette@terrasetpto.org
The PTO President, Jennifer LaFollette, welcomed everyone and asked attendees to
introduce themselves. She then introduced the speaker for the evening, Mrs. Szczesniak.

Presentation by Jennifer Szczesniak, Terraset AART: We would like to thank Mrs.
Szczesniak for explaining the various programs she has been developing at the school
with the students. She is also in charge of the Advanced Academic Program (AAP). Mrs.
Szczesniak provided a brief explanation of the program and mentioned that the deadline to
submit the referral form for the program is December 15th. She also encouraged parents
with questions about the program to reach out to her via Talking Points. Slides of her
presentation will be attached to these minutes for anyone who missed the meeting to see.

5-Minute Intermission for Snacks & Conversation
PTO Overview & Committee Reports
) Membership & Hospitality: Sarah Nieto, saniefo@fcps.edu, Mrs. Nieto also

provided an update on the School Directory. She mentioned that they recently
completed the latest update on the app, and no one should encounter issues
accessing it. However, if any parent experiences problems with the app, she
encourages them to reach out to her so they can address the issue as quickly as
possible.

° Treasurer’s Report: Nicole Lopez, nicole.lopez@terrasetpto.org, Nicole mentioned
that the PTO is awaiting the checks from the last Tigers on Town event. She also
noted that there has been an increase in the check amounts compared to last year,
for more information soon.

e Upcoming Event - Skate Night: Micaela Hanney,
micaela.hanney@terrasetpto.org, Caely invited everyone present to Skate Night on
December 7th. She also reminded everyone about the different ticket prices
available before the event and on the day of the event. Additionally, she mentioned
that there will be three raffles, and tickets are currently on sale. The winners will be
announced on the day of the event. Please join us and support this event.

° Staff Appreciation: Georgia Norton, georgia.norton@terrasetpto.org:

o Week of Cheer: Georgia mentioned that during the send-off before
Thanksgiving, they prepared bagels and seasonal snacks. She also highlighted
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recent life events that the PTO acknowledges with cards and gifts for staff such
as weddings, births, and birthdays. The Days of Cheer will take place from
December 16th through December 20th. During these days, they have planned
various snacks for the teachers. She also mentioned they are requesting
donations, including items, money, or time to help prepare the teachers' lounge
with different treats.

o Stocking the Staff Lounge: Parents of 2nd and 3rd graders, please stay after
the meeting to help stock the teachers' lounge.

° Fundraising: Leslie Anne Leviton, [eslieanne.leviton@terrasetpto.org

o Square1 Art: Leslie Anne Leviton took the opportunity to invite everyone present
to place their Square Art orders, with the last day to order being December 4th at
midnight. She also thanked the art teachers for all the work they have done on
this project, as well as the parents who purchased their students' artwork. Leslie
mentioned that the PTO will receive 33% of all orders, estimating approximately
$2,000 in funds. However, she noted that the final amount will be confirmed once
the sales are closed.

o We have initiated collaborations with local and corporate businesses. It's
important to note that we are a non-profit association, and corporate
gift-matching is an excellent method to maximize your contribution to the Terraset
PTO. Depending on the organization, employer-matching gifts can double or
even triple your donation.

o Tigers on the Town: Bridget Hamilton, bridget.hamilton@terrasetpto.org,

Bridget mentioned that they are working on organizing a Parents' Night as well

as a “Tigers on the Town” event in collaboration with a pizza place that offers
delivery services. For more details, please stay tuned.

° Upcoming Events & Committees in Need of Members: Callyn Giese,
callyn.giese@terrasetpto.org.

o Basketball Challenge - Caelyn is working with Jane Derrick to organize the
Basketball challenge and informed us that volunteers will be needed for this
Basketball Challenge event. We will require assistance with tasks such as
distributing shirts, handling food, managing raffles, and more. If you are
interested in volunteering for this enjoyable event, please email her as soon as
possible and they are going to have a meeting after the PTO meeting.

o Movie Night - The PTO is looking for someone to serve as the chair for Movie
Night on February 8th, an event that will take place at the school. If you enjoy
organizing and coordinating people, this is a great opportunity to get involved.
Support will be provided to help plan and execute the event. If you are interested,
please email the PTO to start coordinating this exciting event.

o Tiger Clubs: The next Tigers Club season will take place in the spring. Jennifer
also mentioned that if anyone is interested in learning how to coordinate Tigers
Club or in becoming her apprentice, to please reach out to her. Next year will be
her last year at the school, so this is a great opportunity to get involved.

PTO Q&A
Community News



mailto:leslieanne.leviton@terrasetpto.org
mailto:bridget.hamilton@terrasetpto.org
mailto:callyn.giese@terrasetpto.org

PTO

° FCPS Vision Group Update - Georgia Norton & Callyn Giese, They have been
attending the Vision Group, which is a meeting where parents, teachers, and Dr.
Reid gather to discuss various topics, including issues happening at Fairfax County
Schools, questions and feedback, as well as community diversity-related topics.
Recently, one of the topics discussed was school boundaries—how these changes
will affect some communities and the steps being taken to address the potential
challenges they may bring.

° Sixth Grade Send-Off Committee Update:- Keith is working on the sixth graders'
send-off and also invited us to the big sale they will have during the concerts and
the talent show. They plan to sell drinks, cookies, brownies, and there is a
possibility that flowers will also be available for purchase during the events.

e Admin Report and Q&A: Mrs. Aldridge spoke about the great work parents have
been doing to reduce absenteeism at school, noting that we are currently at 7.6%,
down from 10%. She also invited everyone present to the Concert Night on
December 11th and the STEAM Night, which will take place in March. Additionally,
she emphasized that December 9th will be a 3-hour early dismissal. If you need to
make any changes to how your student is going home, those changes must have
been submitted by Thursday, December 5th.She also mentioned that Winter Break
will be from December 23rd to January 5th, and students will return to school on
January 6th, 2025.

Adjournment: 8:30 pm.

Minutes submitted by: Terraset PTO Secretary Kathy Matamoros Lobo.

Upcoming Dates to Know
December 2-6: Book Fair
December 7: Skate Night at SkateQuest
December 11: Winter Concert
December 16-20: Days of Cheer
December 20: PTO-sponsored assembly, Reptile Guy
February 5: Next PTO Meeting
February 8: Movie Night
March 20th: STEAM Night
March 28th: Basketball Challenge
April 30th: Spring Concert: Band/Chorus at 7pm
May 5th: Spring Concert: Orchestra at 7pm.



PTO

Asamblea General de Miembros
4 de Diciembre del 2024 ¢ 6:30-7:30pm

Hora de apertura: 6:35 p.m. en la Cafeteria de Terraset.

Asistentes: Aproximadamente 35 miembros de la comunidad de Terraset, incluidos
padres, maestros y la Sra. Aldridge.

Bienvenida y Presentaciones:Jennifer LaFollette, jennifer.lafollette@terrasetpto.org

La presidenta de la PTO, Jennifer LaFollette, dio la bienvenida a todos y pidi6 a los
asistentes que se presentaran. Luego, presento a la oradora de la noche, la Sra.
Szczesniak.

Presentacion por parte de Jennifer Szczesniak, AART de Terraset: Nos gustaria

agradecer a la Sra. Szczesniak por explicar los diversos programas que ha estado
desarrollando en la escuela con los estudiantes. También esta a cargo del Programa
Académico Avanzado (AAP). La Sra. Szczesniak brindd una breve explicacion del
programa y menciono que la fecha limite para enviar el formulario de derivacion al
programa es el 15 de diciembre. También animé a los padres con preguntas sobre el
programa a ponerse en contacto con ella a través de Talking Points. Se adjuntaran
diapositivas de su presentacion a estas actas para que las vean todos los que se
perdieron la reunion.

Intermedio de 5 minutos para bocadillos y conversacién

Resumen del PTO e Informes del Comité:

Membresia y Hospitalidad: Sarah Nieto, sarah.nieto21@gmail.com, La Sra. Nieto
también proporcioné una actualizacién sobre el Directorio Escolar. Mencion6 que
recientemente completaron la ultima actualizacién de la aplicacion y que no deberian
surgir problemas para acceder a ella. Sin embargo, si algun padre experimenta
problemas con la aplicacién, les anima a ponerse en contacto con ella para abordar el
problema lo antes posible.

Reporte de Tesoreria: Nicole Lopez, nicole.lopez@terrasetpto.org, Nicole menciond
que la PTO esta esperando los cheques del ultimo evento de Tigers on Town.
También senald que ha habido un aumento en los montos de los cheques en
comparacioén con el ano pasado. Habra mas informacién préximamente.

Préximos eventos:Micaela Hanney, micaela.hanney@terrasetpto.org, Caelyn invité a
todos los presentes a la Noche de Patinaje el 7 de diciembre. También recordo a
todos sobre los diferentes precios de boletos disponibles antes del evento y el dia del
evento. Ademas, mencion6 que habra tres rifas y que los boletos ya estan a la venta.
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Los ganadores seran anunciados el dia del evento. Por favor, Unase a nosotros y
apoye este evento.

e Agradecimiento al Personal: Georgia Norton, georgia.norton@terrasetpto.org:

o Semana de la Alegria:Georgia mencion6 que durante la despedida antes de
Accion de Gracias, prepararon bagels y bocadillos de temporada. También
destacd eventos recientes de la vida, como bodas, nacimientos y cumpleafios.
Los Dias de la Alegria se llevaran a cabo del 16 al 20 de diciembre. Durante estos
dias, han planeado varios bocadillos para los maestros. También mencioné que
estan solicitando donaciones, incluidos articulos, dinero o tiempo para ayudar a
preparar el salén de maestros con diferentes golosinas.

o Abasteciendo el Salon del Personal: Padres de estudiantes de 2° y 3° grado,
por favor, quédense después de la reunién para ayudar a abastecer el salén de
maestros!

e Recaudacion de Fondos: Anne Leviton, |leslieanne.leviton@terrasetpto.org:

o Square1 Art: Leslie Anne Leviton aprovecho la oportunidad para invitar a todos
los presentes a realizar sus pedidos de Square Art, siendo el ultimo dia para
ordenar el 4 de diciembre a medianoche. También agradecié a los maestros de
arte por todo el trabajo que han hecho en este proyecto, asi como a los padres
que compraron las obras de arte de sus estudiantes. Leslie menciond que la PTO
recibira el 33% de todas las érdenes, estimando aproximadamente $2,000 en
fondos. Sin embargo, sefialé que el monto final se confirmara una vez que las
ventas se cierren. Hemos iniciado colaboraciones con negocios locales y
corporativos. Es importante sefialar que somos una organizacion sin fines de
lucro, y la donacién de igualacion de regalos corporativos es un excelente método
para maximizar su contribucion a la PTO de Terraset. Dependiendo de la
organizacion, los regalos igualados por los empleadores pueden duplicar o
incluso triplicar su donacion.

o Tigres en la Ciudad: Bridget Hamilton, bridget.hamilton@terrasetpto.org, Bridget
mencionod que estan trabajando en organizar una Noche de Padres, asi como un
evento de 'Tiger on Town' en colaboracion con una pizzeria que ofrece servicios
de entrega. Para mas detalles, por favor, manténgase atento.

e Préximos Eventos y Comités que Necesitan Miembros: Callyn Giese,
callyn.giese@terrasetpto.org:

o Desafio de Baloncesto: Caelyn esta trabajando con Jane para organizar el
desafio de baloncesto e informd que se necesitaran voluntarios para este evento.
Necesitaremos ayuda con tareas como distribuir camisetas, manejar la comida,
gestionar rifas y mas. Si esta interesado en ser voluntario para este evento, por
favor envie un correo electronico a Caelyn lo antes posible y tendran una reunion
después de la reunion de la PTO.

o Noche de Pelicula: La PTO esta buscando a alguien para que sea el presidente
de la Noche de Cine el 8 de febrero, un evento que se llevara a cabo en la
escuela. Si le gusta organizar y coordinar personas, esta es una excelente
oportunidad para involucrarse. Se proporcionara apoyo para planificar y ejecutar
el evento. Si esta interesado, por favor envie un correo electronico a la PTO para
comenzar a coordinar este emocionante evento.
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o Club de Tigres: La proxima temporada de Tigers Club sera en la primavera.
Jennifer también menciond que si alguien esta interesado en aprender como
coordinar Tigers Club o en convertirse en su aprendiz, por favor comuniquese con
ella. El préximo afio sera su ultimo afio en la escuela, por lo que esta es una
excelente oportunidad para involucrarse.

Preguntas y Respuestas del PTO

Noticias de la comunidad:

e Actualizacion del Grupo de Vision de FCPS: Georgia Norton y Callyn Giese, Han
estado asistiendo al Grupo de Visidén, que es una reunion en la que se reunen padres,
maestros y el Dr. Reid para discutir diversos temas, incluidos problemas que ocurren
en las Escuelas del Condado de Fairfax, preguntas y comentarios, asi como temas
relacionados con la diversidad en la comunidad. Recientemente, uno de los temas
discutidos fueron los limites escolares: como estos cambios afectaran a algunas
comunidades y los pasos que se estan tomando para abordar los posibles problemas
que puedan surgir.

e Actualizacion del Comité de Despedida de Sexto Grado - Keith esta trabajando en
la despedida de los estudiantes de sexto grado y también nos invitoé a la gran venta
que tendran durante los conciertos y el show de talentos. Planean vender bebidas,
galletas, brownies y es posible que también vendan flores durante los eventos.

Informe Administrativo y Preguntas y Respuestas: La Sra. Aldridge hablo sobre el
gran trabajo que los padres han estado haciendo para reducir el ausentismo en la
escuela, sefialando que actualmente estamos en un 7.6%, bajando desde el 10%.
También invitd a todos los presentes a la Noche de Concierto el 11 de diciembre y a la
Noche de STEAM, que se llevara a cabo en marzo. Ademas, enfatizé que el 9 de
diciembre sera un dia de salida temprana de 3 horas. Si necesita hacer cambios en
cdmo su estudiante regresa a casa, esos cambios deben haberse enviado antes del
jueves 5 de diciembre. También menciond que las vacaciones de invierno seran del
23 de diciembre al 5 de enero, y los estudiantes regresaran a la escuela el 6 de enero
de 2025.

Clausura: 8:30pm.
Minutas enviadas por: Secretaria de la PTO de Terraset, Kathy Matamoros Lobo.

Préoximas Fechas Importantes:
2-6 de Diciembre: Feria del Libro
7 de Diciembre: Noche de Patinaje en SkateQuest
11 de Diciembre: Concierto de Invierno
16-20 de Diciembre: Dias de Alegria
20 de Diciembre: Asamblea patrocinada por el PTO, El Hombre de los Reptiles.
5 de Febrero: Proxima reunion del PTO
8 de Febrero: Noche de cine
20 de Marzo: Noche STEAM
28 de Marzo: Desafio de baloncesto

30 de abril: Conciertos de primavera, Banda/Coro a las 7:00 p.m.
5 de mayo: Conciertos de primavera, Orquesta.
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Hi! Thank you for
inviting me to speak
with you all this
evening. I'm Jennifer
Szczesniak and | have
been the AART here at

Terraset for 4 years.




My Experience

This is my 26th year of teaching.
| have Middle and Elementary school experience
working with K - 6th grades, general education and AAP,
with very diverse populations.
| am thrilled to be part of this inclusive
and caring community.




1st and 2nd grade
classes in the Fishbowl
focusing on CCT, and
Making Thinking Visible
strategies.

MTSS Committee
Literacy Core Leadership
Team

GCP

Social Committee

Many Hats

e 2nd grade: pull small math
groups

e 3rd grade: pull Young
Scholars and Part Time
designated students

e /th grade: pull small
reading group

e 5th grade: push in for
science/social studies

e 6th grade: pull small group
for AVID strategies and
enrichmnet

e Plan, gather resources,
coach, and model lessons
for teachers

e Young Scholar After
School LEGO Robotics

e Co-Lead before school
Science Olympiad Team

o Co-Lead Ambassador
Program




Science Olympiad
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AAP Continuum of Services ﬂ @

As parents, you have the opportunity
to refer your child for any level of service
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Full Timne Advanced
Academic Referrals

e Parent Referrals and optional Parent
Questionnaires along with two pages of work
samples from home are due to me by December
15th.

e These forms can be found on the FCPS AAP
Forms website. | can also send them to you in
an email.

e Please reach out with any questions you may
have about the referral process.

Full Time Referrals are for
2nd - 6th grade students only.




\‘ﬂAﬂONAL ASSOCIATION FOR

GIFTED CHILDREN

Articles that might be of interest:

Enrichment Nurturing Creativity
Perfectionism Self-Advocacy
Early Childhood

Talking with Your Child About Giftedness




Thank you for affording me the
opportunity to come here this evening.

Thank you for your continued support of
our students and the thoughtfulness and
graciousness you bestow upon all of the
staff.

Please do not hesitate to reach out with
any advanced academic questions you
may have.

jkszczesniak(@fcps.edu




